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MISSOULA—
Last week, University of Montana students used the telephone to contact
over 4,000 UM alumni throughout the country for donations to the UM Excellence
Fund.

The annual drive raises money from the private sector for programs

not fully supported by state funds.
A total of $12,500 in pledges from 464 persons has been gathered in the
first week of the phonathon, according to phonathon student chairman Barbara Zay,
Calling will continue through Sunday, May 8.
Zay, a senior from Huntington, Ind., added that there were 523 other persons
who pledged support and said they would decide later on specific amounts.

The

ratio for the first week has been one pledge per four phone calls.
"The average expectation would be one pledge for every five calls," Zay said,
"so we're receiving much better support and response than we at first thought
we would."
The student callers are grouped into five-member teams with four teams
cal 1ing each night.
The top fund-raising team is a group of young women from the Kappa Kappa
Gamma social sorority, with $985 in one night.

The runner-up team is from

the 10th floor of Jesse Hall, with $850 in one night,
Susan Gust, a senior in home economics and business administration from
Big Timber, is the top single caller, with $640 from 17 pledges in one night.
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The Excellence Fund supports scholarships, library acquisitions,
research and extension, outreach, alumni programs and special projects.
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